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Governance, power and politics: the role of non-state actors, 6
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In the
social sciences the state is theoretically defined as a political
association with effective sovereignty over a delimited territory.
It is an institution or a set of institutions which have been
invested with a legitimate monopoly over the means of physical
violence to exercise authority over both its territory and the
population resident therein. Furthermore it is also in control of
the monopoly of taxation as well as the monopoly of setting and
enforcing rules and regulations that are binding for every citizen
(Lambach 2007: 33). Therefore no political authority can exist
above it. Usually the state exercises the monopolies by itself or
by agents who act on its behalf, but it can also legitimize private
acts of violence, taxation or rule setting. It happens, however,
that a state has certain difficulties to implement its...
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