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indexed. Not illustrated. 1859 Excerpt: .the leathery corium or hide; the lower parts are covered with wrinkled
skin; they have an elongated head; the mouth long, and opening as though both jaws moved, which, however,
is not the case; the upper one only is movable with the entire head. The teeth, which are confined to the jaws,
are very formidable. These animals are all oviparous; the eggs, being encased with a hard covering, are laid by
the females in warm, sandy places, where they are hatched by the sun, the parents sometimes taking no further
care of their progeny. They are exceedingly voracious, and abound in the fresh waters of warm climates. Some
species hide their prey under water for several days, until it begins to putrefy, when they devour it. Getius
CROCODILE: Crocodilus.--Of this there are several species in Africa, Asia, and America, but none in Europe or
Australia. The most celebrated is the Egyptian or Common Crocodile, C. vulgaris, twenty to thirty feet long; the
teeth are numerous, large, conical, and disposed in a single row on each side of the upper and lower jaws; the
body is depressed, and covered above with solid, carinated, bony shields; the tail is long and flattened at the
sides; gape extending beyond the skull; each fore-foot armed with five claws and the hinder ones with four.
Except the elephant, the rhinoceros, and the hippopotamus, the bulk of the crocodile perhaps exceeds that of
every terrestrial animal; no fishes frequenting fresh water equal...
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