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(OLLIERGUES France) - Oscar Wilde entirely dedicates this play to the exploration of the way a woman can be
saved from destruction in this society of appearances. A woman was the victim of an imbroglio in the past and
abandoned her daughter. This woman comes back and the daughter ignores her relation to her. She is brought
back into societry by the daughter's husband who knows the truth but does not want his wife to know it. But
there is some kind of malediction that flies over the heads of these women. The daughter nearly does the same
mistake as her mother but she is saved by her mother who accepts to be tainted in her daughter's place. Bus
Oscar Wilde must think there is some kind of reward for a good deed and all is well that ends well, and this play
has a happy ending. In spite of all the melodramatic sentimentalese atmosphere, Oscar Wilde definitely
explores in this play the great disadvantage of a woman in society. Men can do nearly all they want. Women are
extremely limited and have to walk a very straight and narrow line. Oscar Wilde seems to be ahead of his time
as for the fate of women: he seems to aspire for real equality for them, though he shows in all possible ways
that this is impossible in his society.Dr Jacques COULARDEAU,...
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