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(OCoLC)61763946 Subject: Medicare -- Claims administration. Excerpt: . . . CMSs plan provides a clear discussion
of the reasons for implementing CMSs Plan Provides contracting reform, including the restrictions and
weaknesses in the Useful Information about current system, as shown in table 1. The plan also recognizes the
benefits Some Aspects of of improving Medicare contracting for beneficiaries and providers, such as
Implementation providing a single point of contact for providers claims-related inquiries. Table 1: CMSs
Analysis of Restrictions or Weaknesses in Medicare Claims Administration Contracting and Their Associated
EAects Restriction or weakness in current system EAects of current restriction or weakness Lack of full and
open competition CMS lacks the flexibility to choose qualified organizations to process Medicare claims through
full and open competition. Provider institutions, such as hospitals, nominate fiscal intermediaries to process
Part A claims, which limits CMSs ability to manage the program eAectively. The Secretary of HHS is required, by
law, to choose Part B carriers from health insurers or similar companies and did not have to compete these
contracts. Separate processing of Part A and Part B Part A and Part B claims are generally processed by
separate claims administration claims contractors and claims processing systems. For example, a beneficiary
with a hospital stay followed by home health care will have hospital and some home health claims paid by a
fiscal intermediary, while other home health and physician claims will be paid by a carrier. This division of
responsibilities for claims payment sometimes makes it diAicult for beneficiaries and providers to have their
questions answered quickly. Providers also face increased expenses due to separate processing and are...
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