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United States. Excerpt: ... 11 practices is reprisal for whistleblowing. Several other laws also protect employees
from reprisal by prohibiting agencies taking or threatening to take - or not to take - a personnel action because
of an employees whistleblowing activities. Unfortunately, despite these protections, some federal employees
have experi-enced or believe that they have been subject to workplace discrimination or reprisal for
whistleblowing. Such experiences or perceptions - and the complaints and law-suits they spur - not only disrupt
the lives of the affected employees, they can also undermine the efficient and effective delivery of government
services to the public and discourage a diverse, pluralistic, and accountable workforce. With these thoughts in
mind, | have three points to make that relate to the prin-ciples underlying the proposed act. Reporting. Because
data are not readily available, there is no clear picture of the number of complaints of workplace
discrimination and reprisal for whis-tleblowing at agencies or governmentwide and the outcome of these cases.
Data of this nature are important because they can be a starting point for agency managers to understand the
nature and scope of issues in the work-place involving discrimination, reprisal, and other conflicts and
problems, and can help in developing strategies for dealing with those issues. Accountability. Accountability is a
cornerstone of results-oriented manage-ment. Agencies and their leaders and managers should be accountable
for providing fair and equitable workplaces, free from discrimination and re-prisal. In addition, individuals
need to be held accountable...
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