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House of Representatives: January 21, 1836, on the Abolition Question The resolution of Mr. Wise, declaring that
Congress has no power under the Constitution to abolish Slavery in the District of Columbia, c., being under
consideration - Mr. Pickens rose, and observed that he regretted exceedingly the necessity that induced him to
say any thing on the interesting and deeply exciting topics before the House. Sir, when I had occasion, some
weeks since, to make a few remarks on this subject, I, as well as the party I have the honor to be associated with,
were then denounced as attempting to raise a discussion and excitement for party purposes. It was said that,
like the Hartford-convention men and the abolitionists, we were put down and sunk in the country, and that we
desired some sectional excitement to raise us from our weak position, c. I would disdain to notice this, if the
charge had originated from, and been confined to, a miserable whipster editor, who has been hired to hunt
down all that is virtuous and intellectual in the country - who has fed upon calumny and fattens upon slander,
and upon whose countenance envy and malignity hold their cadaverous union - I would loathe to touch this
pitiful thing, that lives by licking the spittle of men, if it were not that it is understood to represent the Executive
branch of this Government, and is the organ of the dominant party that now rules the destinies of this republic.
This being the fact, I call upon every honest and virtuous man to brand it with...
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